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250 Book Reviews 

Neat 'Ep/ievelai, ' Avay\v<f>a>v. By IfiANNHS N. 2BOPflN02. 
Athens: 'H iv 'AOrjvai*; 'EXXtjwk?) 'EkBotiktj 'JLraipela, 1910. 

Some years ago Professor Svoronos, one of the most brilliant of archae- 
ologists, conceived the magnificent plan of publishing, with photographic 
reproductions, full explanatory and critical text, and complete bibliography, 
every piece of work of Hellenic antiquity preserved in the National Museum 
in Athens. This monumental work, in quarto form beautifully executed, 
is to appear in Greek and German at the same time, bearing the titles 
To iv 'KO-qvais 'EOvikov Movcrciov, respective, Das Athener National Museum. 
Sixteen fascicules have already appeared, each containing at least twenty- 
four pages of text and ten photographic plates. Under the title given above 
the publishers have sent out selections from the numbers already published. 
They comprise illuminating discussions, in the author's brilliant style, of 
half a dozen votive reliefs and, as piece de resistance, an account of his remark- 
able discoveries at Colonus Hill. Following an old clue given by Professor 
Kastriotes he found under a cottage on the southeast slope of the hill the 
opening of a deep chasm which he identified as the entrance to the subter- 
ranean dwelling of the August Ones. When in Athens last summer, I had 
the good fortune to be directed to this same house; Mme. Loukisa very kindly 
opened her home to me and permitted me to explore her cellar ad libitum. 
I found there a great hole, which might be the entrance to a deeper chasm. 
But I failed, through my own inability to see, perhaps, to discover that 
deeper "chasm into which one can make one's way for a distance of many 
meters without finding the end." We shall hope to see soon the excavations 
completed that Svoronos proposes to institute, that the shrine of the August 
Goddesses may become a place of pilgrimage for all who love the poet of 
Colonus Hill. The simple fifth- and fourth-century reliefs, with their repre- 
sentations of Heracles at the Gate of Hades, that led to this full discussion 
of Colonus and the Academy and their heroes and shrines will have a new and 
larger influence from henceforth. 



Walter Miller 



Tulane University of Louisiana 



K/jmtc Trj<! HXarwviKTJ'i 'Eic&6<rem tj}? vtto 211. McopacTOV. By 

rEHPri02 K. rAPAIKA2. Athens: Sakellarios, 1908. 

Pp. 72. 

One of the striking features of the Hellenic spirit of today is the ambition 

of the Greek who has made a fortune at home or abroad to make that fortune 

a blessing to his people. An 'A/3ep<i><f> builds a stadium; a Sayyprjs builds 

schools in every quarter of his kingdom; a BaAAiavos erects a library, a 

Suyypos a museum. In like generosity of spirit the Zographos Library 

was founded by the man whose name it bears for the publication of classical 
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Greek texts. In this Zographos Series not long since appeared the first 
volume of Plato: Introduction, Apology, Crito, and Gorgias, by Sp. Moraites. 
This new Plato has met with a warm reception at the hands of M. Gardikas, a 
classical docent in the University of Athens, who assails it at a thousand 
vulnerable points. Moraites' modern Greek, both in point of style and 
syntax and orthography, he finds faulty to a degree unpardonable in a phi- 
lologist. And as an interpreter of Plato the editor fails utterly to satisfy his 
critic; he understands neither Plato's words nor his grammar nor his ideas. 
Moraites' textual criticism fares no better at his critic's hands. Gardikas 
even accuses him of misappropriation of the work of other editors and 
interpreters of Plato. Gardikas closes his monograph with some wholesome 
advice to the older scholar for the improvement of the later volumes upon 
the first. 

The critique appears a little too polemical and severe. But the criticisms 
are not general, but backed up with copious examples and citations by page 
and line. There are many points of criticism that the reviewer would like 
to take up in detail; but this is not our fight. 

Walter Miller 
Tulane University of Louisiana 



Culti e Miti nella Storia dell'Antica Sicilia. By Emmanuele Ciaceri. 
Catania: Battiato, 1911. Pp. x+324. 

In this work we have gathered together in finished form, but with much 
additional material, the results of many separate studies by Ciaceri upon 
Sicilian cults and myths. The evidence from literature, from epigraphy, 
from archaeology, and especially from numismatics has been carefully 
collected and studied. Valuable too is the study of the survivals of antique 
ritual and beliefs in certain contemporary Sicilian festivals of the Catholic 
saints; such for example as the festa of Saint Agata, a clear survival of the 
Isidis Navigium, still celebrated at Catania on March 5. 

The work falls into five chapters: i, "Culti indigeni ellenizati"; ii, "Miti 
e culti di carattere apparentemente orientale"; iii, "Le grandi divinita 
greco-romane"; iv, "Le divinita minori"; v, "Eroi e personaggi mitici"; 
and an index. To the reviewer these chapters appear of somewhat uneven 
merit. The treatment of the indigenous cults is sane and conservative. 
Only the cults of 'ASpavos, the irakiKoi, Aa<£i>ts, Tre&oKpaT^s, and "Epv£ 
(sic) are demonstrably indigenous. Chap, ii, a good piece of destruc- 
tive criticism, reduces the Phoenician element in the religion of the Sicilians 
to a minimum. It should serve as a corrective to the overemphasis on this 
element by Holm and Freeman. Especially convincing is the treatment of 
the Heracles myth, which Ciaceri rightly believes represents a Boeotian-Argive 
influence. In the chapter on the Greco-Roman divinities the author rightly 
lays stress on the position of Rhodes as the original seat for Sicilian cults 



